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CMS lIssues Revised TIN Reference Response File and Address Validation Alert

On May 17, 2011, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued a revised alert
providing information pertaining to Non-Group Health Plans (NGHP), classified as Responsible
Reporting Entities (RREs) under Section 111 of the Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP Extension Act
(MMSEA).

The updated alert provided RREs the following additional information regarding revisions being made to
validation of tax identification numbers (TINs) and related name and address information effective
October 1, 2011.

e The description for TIN error code TNO1 was updated to note that the value submitted in the TIN
(Field 3) of the TIN Reference File Detail Record cannot be blank or all spaces.

e The description for TIN error code TNO6 was updated to note that the TIN/Office Code City
(Field 8) of the TIN Reference File Detail Record cannot contain any numeric characters.

e The description for TIN error code TNO3 was updated to note that the first two characters of the
TIN/Office Code Mailing Name (Field 5) of the TIN Reference File Detail Record must be non-
blank.

e The description for Section 111 Reporting File Type (Field 3) of the TIN Reference Response
File Header Record was corrected to state that a value of “NGHTNRP’ is returned in this field.

e The descriptions for Fields 13-17 on the TIN Reference Response File Detail Record were
corrected.

e The system will generate the standard email notification to the RRE’s Account Manager when the
TIN Reference Response File has been created.

e RREs are encouraged to pre-validate RRE addresses using postal software or online tools
available on the United States Postal Service (USPS) website pages such as
http://zip4.usps.com/zip4/welcome.jsp. In general, USPS standards limit name and address lines
to 40 characters with 8 separate words per line. Even though the TIN/Office Code Name and
Address Lines 1 and 2 on the TIN Reference File Detail Record are longer, RREs should try to
use standard abbreviations and attempt to limit data submitted in these fields to the first 40
characters. The address validation enhancements effective in the COBC Section 111 system in
October 2011 will “scrub” addresses submitted on the TIN Reference File using USPS standards
but it is recommended that RREs attempt to adhere to these standards as well to improve results.
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e No new Claim Input or TIN Reference Files will be processed by the COBC during September
22-30, 2011 in order to allow the system to complete TIN-related processing under current
requirements. If an RRE submits these files during this week, they will be held and processed
after the release implementation under the new address validation rules. RREs assigned to Claim
Input File submission timeframe Group 12 (submission dates of September 22-28, 2011) are
to submit Third Quarter 2011 files prior to this week to process under the current rules or
submit their files the week after October 1, 2011 to process under the revised rules. CMS
will not consider Third Quarter 2011 Claim Input Files for RREs assigned to Group 12 late
if they are submitted by October 7, 2011.

o RREs may receive the TIN and TIN address compliance flags on Third Quarter 2011 Claim
Response Files returned after October 1, 2011 if the corresponding Claim Input File was
submitted prior to September 22, 2011.

To review the Alert in its entirety click here.
PMSI MMSEA Section 111 Reporting Clients

PMSI will submit all group 12 reporting files for Quarter 3 of 2011 along with group 11 files to ensure
the current rules are used for processing. For PMSI reporting clients, all related data activities, including
XML and UFF file updates, should be completed by September 15, 2011.

The updates outlined in this alert will drive several changes within MedicareConnect™, including new
screens to interact and review TIN record data, and the issuance of a new file specification for the
communication of TIN issues to our electronic and hybrid clients. From a client and datasource
perspective, the changes in the alert will also drive a new level of data cleansing activity. The TIN records
will need to meet not only the current set of data structure validations, but will also need to be valid
against the published USPS address list. TINs must pass both sets of validations in order for CMS to
consider it valid.

PMSI recommends clients begin validating their address data against the USPS database in preparation of
the activities contained within this alert.

PMSI Client Support

PMSI is committed to providing our clients the most current information on MMSEA reporting
requirements and will continue to deliver updates as new information is issued by CMS. RREs should
attend CMS teleconferences and consult the MMSEA Section 111 dedicated website at
http://www.cms.gov/MandatorylnsRep/ to obtain additional information about reporting requirements.
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For more information on Medicare Secondary Payer-related Government Affairs Alerts, please contact
your PMSI Representative at 888.MSA.PMSI, or visit the Knowledge Center section of our website at
www.pmsionline.com.
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